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Artist Statement
Since 2006 I have been making glass sculptures out of salvaged building glass. My choice in glass is largely
environmental — structural glass, which makes up 90% of all manufactured glass, is not recycled but buried
in landfills — so using building glass is part of my mission. But I also enjoy the challenge of taking a cold, hard,
sterile material and giving it new life as a beautiful organic form. 

By using glass of uncertain origins as my source material, I must get to know the material in order to work with
it. This process has often led me down unexpected paths and often forced me to make up new techniques and
ways to work with my chosen materials. I extensively cold-work the surface of the glass to change the texture
and reflective qualities of the material. I usually sandblast at least one surface of the glass to give the piece the
soft, nappy texture of gently worn sea-glass. By varying the grit of the blast, and which surfaces I choose to
abrade, I can create very subtle variations in color, opacity, and translucency. 

Background
Alison studied theater and lighting design at Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers University and received
degrees in Interior Design and Art History from Marymount University.  She was a commercial artist and art di-
rector before taking up glass full time in 2003. From 2003 to 2006 she was a studio artist with the Washington
Glass School, and has studied with glass artists Steve Kline, Elizabeth Mears, Richard La Londe, and Tim Tate.

Alison has exhibited at the Smithsonian Craft Show and been a speaker in the Smithsonian Presents series. She
was the featured artist in the Phillips Collection Museum shop for most of 2010, and has curated numerous
“green-art” shows, including America Recycles for the U.S. Department of State. She is on the faculty of the
Washington Glass School, is a Torpedo Factory Resident Artist, and was the Torpedo Factory Artist of the Year
with Marsha Staiger in 2010.
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